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HOW TO USE THIS MATERIAL?
This booklet provides an overview of the theological convictions of Miracle
Temple COGIC regarding water baptism. It is intended for those who wish
to learn more about our beliefs concerning baptism. Before being baptized
at Miracle Temple, we encourage candidates to attend a one-time baptism
course to explore this glorious depiction of resurrection life. Participants are
requested to read the material prior to attending class. While reading,
please note any questions you may have about the content and be ready to
ask those questions during the course.
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NEW BEGINNINGS

There is nothing more refreshing than a new beginning. Consider the joy of stepping
into a new home, embracing a new job, welcoming a new child, or adjusting to life in a
new city. Fresh starts often follow unexpected trials, disappointments, or hardships,
serving as God's invitation to turn the page. Life has a way of pressing us toward
seasons where we hunger for maturity, clarity, and a change in direction. Yet change is
rarely easy. To position oneself for transformation requires more than willpower; it is a
profoundly spiritual endeavor. In the Christian faith, baptism embodies this reality. It
marks not only the washing away of the old but the dawning of a new life in Christ, a
decisive beginning that sets the believer on a path of renewal, growth, and purpose.

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?

Baptism is one of the two ordinances of the Church instituted by Jesus Christ as a visible
sign of God's invisible grace. It is a sacred act that embodies the reality of the gospel
and the Holy Spirit's work in the believer’s life. Baptism signifies initiation into the body
of Christ and marks the believer's public identification with Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection. Understanding baptism is essential, as it profoundly shapes how a Christian
lives out their faith.

Biblical Foundations

1. Jesus Ordained Baptism

Christ Himself commanded baptism as part of Christian discipleship. He commissioned
His followers, then and now, to baptize new believers as a central element of the Great
Commission.

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
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2. Baptism Follows Belief
The New Testament consistently shows that baptism comes after an individual's

personal decision to repent and believe the gospel. Confession of faith precedes
immersion in water.

e Acts 247 - "So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls.”

e Acts 18:8 — Crispus and many others believed and were baptized.

e Acts 8:12-13 — Men and women believed Philip’s preaching and were baptized.

e Acts 16:31-34 — The Philippian jailer believed and was baptized the same night
with his household.

Two Key Clarifications

1. Baptism Does Not Save

While baptism is commanded and significant, it does not cleanse sin or guarantee
entrance into heaven. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9).
Baptism provides sanctifying grace; it identifies the believer with Christ's resurrection
and symbolizes the call to walk in newness of life.

2. Baptism Is Not Necessary for Salvation

Although it is the duty and joy of every believer, baptism itself is not the condition of
salvation. Scripture teaches that salvation comes by grace alone, through faith alone.
Baptism is the outward sign of the inward change already wrought by God's Spirit.

Why Should a Believer Be Baptized?

1. To obey the command of Christ (Matt. 28:19).

2. To testify publicly of receiving Jesus as Savior and Lord.

3. To follow the example of Christ, who Himself was baptized (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark
1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22; John 1:32-33).

Baptism is both a privilege and a proclamation, it is the believer’s declaration of loyalty
to Christ and a joyful act of obedience to His word.
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Who Should Be Baptized?

Those who have personally repented of their sins and trusted in Jesus Christ as Lord are
candidates for baptism. Baptism follows the decision to believe; therefore, it is reserved
for those who are conscious believers.

At Miracle Temple, we do not baptize infants, as they cannot repent or confess faith.
Instead, we practice baby dedication, in which parents commit to raising their children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). This act places a blessing over the
child and a charge upon the parents, with the hope that the child will one day make a
personal decision to follow Christ and receive baptism.

Biblical Examples of those who were baptized:
1. Believers at Pentecost (Acts 2:41)
Samaritans (Acts 8:9-12)
Simon (Acts 8:13)
The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:36, 38)
Paul (Acts 9:18)
Cornelius, his family, and his friends (Acts 10:24, 44-48)
Lydia and her household (Acts 16:13-15)
The Philippian Jailer and his household (Acts 16:13-15)
9. Corinthian believers (Acts 18:8)
10. Disciples of John (Acts 19:1-5)
11. Crispus and Gaius (1 Cor. 1:14-15)
12. The Household of Stephanas (1 Cor. 1:16)
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At Miracle Temple Church, we practice baptism by immersion in obedience to the
command of Christ. Immersion means to be fully submerged in water, visibly portraying
the believer’s union with Jesus in His death, burial, and resurrection. Just as Christ
entered the grave and rose on the third day, the believer enters the water to signify
dying to the old life and rises again to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-4).

We also baptize using the Triune formula given by our Lord: “in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). This not only affirms the
authority of Christ's Great Commission but also acknowledges the believer’s entrance
into the life of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Spirit. Thus, baptism is not merely a
ritual, but a sacred act of obedience, testimony, and identification with Christ and His
Church.
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Statement on the Baptismal Formula.

The historical debate over whether to baptize in Jesus's name or the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has been a topic of theological
discussion for many years. Our church embraces a unified approach,
baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit unto Jesus Christ.
This fusion of the two formulas acknowledges the significance of both
practices and aims to foster unity among believers.

We do not encourage believers to fall out over theological debates but to
recognize and respect the biblical passages that reference baptism. Key
verses include:

o Matthew 28:19: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit".

e Acts 2:38: "And Peter said to them, 'Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit™.

e Acts 8:16: "For he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus".

e Acts 10:48: "And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days".

e Acts 19:5: "On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus".

By acknowledging these passages, we affirm the importance of baptism
as a vital part of Christian discipleship and the believer's identification
with Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. Our practice of baptizing in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit unto Jesus Christ serves as a
testament to our commitment to biblical teachings and the unity of the
body of Christ.

The Meaning of Baptism in Scripture

The Greek word baptizé means “to plunge, submerge, or immerse.” Baptism is not a
casual act but a vivid, God-ordained picture of spiritual transformation. It illustrates,
reflects, and symbolizes several profound biblical realities.
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1. Christ’s Death, Burial, and Resurrection

Baptism portrays the believer’'s union with Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Going
down into the water signifies burial with Christ, while rising from the water points to
resurrection and new life.

Romans 6:3—-4 (ESV)

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

2. The Christian’s New Life in Christ
Through baptism, believers declare they have “put on Christ” and now live in His power
and victory.

e Galatians 3:27 — To be baptized into Christ is to be clothed with Him.
e Colossians 2:11-12 — Baptism represents both burial with Christ and being raised
through faith in God's power.

3. Forgiveness of Sin

Baptism does not cause forgiveness but symbolizes the cleansing already received by
faith in Christ. It points to God's mercy and the reality that our sins are nailed to the
cross and remembered no more.

"

e Psalm 103:8-12 — The Lord removes our sins “as far as the east is from the west.

e Colossians 2:13-15 — God forgave our trespasses, canceling the record of debt
through the cross.

e TJohn 1:9 — If we confess, He is faithful to forgive and cleanse.
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4. The Christian’s Entrance into the Body of Christ

Baptism is also the outward sign of being joined to the universal Church, the body of
Christ, regardless of culture, background, or status.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV)
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free, and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”

At Miracle Temple, baptism marks a believer's entrance into Christ’s body. Those
seeking membership are encouraged to complete our New Members Class to fully
embrace the mission, vision, and culture of our congregation.

Baptism and the Holy Spirit

John baptized with water, but he pointed ahead to Christ, who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit. Water baptism symbolizes this deeper reality, that every believer is indwelt and
empowered by the Spirit to live a victorious life.

e Matthew 3:11 — Jesus baptizes “with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
e Acts 1.5, 8 — The Spirit empowers believers for witness and service.

Preparing for the Day of Baptism

1. Wear white as a symbol of purity.

2. Wear layers or dark undergarments for modesty.

3. A special row of seats will be reserved for baptism candidates.
4. Bring a change of clothes and a towel.

Growing in Grace After Baptism

Baptism is only the beginning. Every believer is called to continue walking in grace and
maturity.

1. Cultivate a consistent prayer life.
2. Read and study the Bible daily.
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Practice meditation and solitude with God.
Make worship attendance and fellowship a priority.
Serve actively in ministry and community.
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Always remember that your old life has been buried with Christ.

A Message From our Senior Pastor

As a baptism candidate, you should understand that baptism is a vital step in the
Christian journey. | assume you are being baptized because you have committed your
life to God, are dedicated to following Jesus, and are willing to submit to the Holy
Spirit's guidance. Baptism also represents your incorporation into the church as part of
Christ's body.

As your pastor, | expect you to submit to and take responsibility for your church
membership. This means prioritizing church attendance, personal devotion, and
everything necessary for your spiritual growth. Commit to being an active member of
the body of Christ, refuse to be a passive attendee. Baptism symbolizes Jesus going into
the grave and rising to new life. Similarly, you go into the water and emerge to live a
vibrant Christian life.

Rev. Dr. Devale Hodge
Senior Pastor
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